Benefits of taking American Sign Language

1. Eighth graders can earn high school credit.  Middle School students have the choice of taking the class for credit or noncredit.
2. Meets 2 year foreign language requirement to attend any state university in Oregon and some private universities

3. Can develop conversational skills in 2 years

4. Excellent for kinesthetic learners, its all hands

5. Looks good on college applications, scholarship applications and job applications.  It has helped West Salem High School students get jobs

6. It is unique.  Less than 1% of the population has conversational signing skills.  It gives you a skill most people don’t have.
7. It is excellent mental exercise and improves eye-hand coordination
8. It gives students insight into a new and different culture.

9. It is challenging, but it is also fun.  It is not at all like the typical class.  Most students have never experienced anything like it before.  It’s new and different. 
